Japan Holidays
E-BOOK FULLY ESCORTED TOURS
2021-2022

JAPAN
– with your Japan travel experts.
Come share our love of Japan. Enjoy the company of a small group of like-minded
travellers on our Fully Escorted Tours featured within this EBook. Group sizes range
from just 8-12 persons and combined with our unique style of touring, allows you to
enjoy a more personalised and in-depth holiday experience. Imagine enjoying traditional
Japanese meals in local restaurants, staying in small family run ryokans or hotels, and
getting to experience the traditions with the local Japanese people --- How Wonderful!!
At Japan Holidays we also pride ourselves on creating holidays to suit our clients’
individual needs and expectations. Supported by our network of Government agencies
in Japan, we only source reputable local service providers. Check out our web site
www.japanholidays.com.au for holidays to Japan best suited to your specific needs
ranging from Skiing in Japan, Family Fun Packages, Trekking, Self-Drive, or Cycling Tours
amongst others. Japan Holidays aims to provide the best travel products available in
Japan tailor made for you. So relax and enjoy our Ebook (and/or Website – each
individual Tour along with a downloadable brochure can be found there) and select the
holiday that is perfect for you.

Anthony Luxton – Managing Director

https://japanholidays.com.au
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E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

CHERRY BLOSSOM TRAIL & LAST
SAMURAI TOUR 2022
Thu 25th March – Sat 2nd April 2022
From $8,000 Per Person Twin Share

TOUR DESCRIPTION

10 Days / 9 Nights tour

$8,000 pp - Twin Share

Begin: Thursday 25th March 2022 in Tokyo
End: Saturday 2nd April 2022 in Takeo

(Single Supplement - $1,500)
*Subject to exchange rate

Inclusions

Daily Breakfast, Lunches & 8 Dinners

Transfers, tours and entrance fees listed
on the tour

Private escort / guide in Japan

9 Nights accommodation Western
& traditional Japanese Ryokans

Exclusion: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Japan's annual Cherry Blossom season attracts multitudes with its lacy, pastel beauty. On this
unforgettable tour you’ll enjoy the colours, culture and creative history of Japan. Scenic drives,
historical landmarks, soothing spas and even a creative workshop will colour your senses in a way
that no other country can offer.
Enjoy creating
Highlight!
traditional
handicrafts such as indigo
dyeing and pottery making

View spectacular
Highlight!
cherry blossoms
and picturesque waterfalls.

Experience Heike
Highlight!
clan samurai family
life as their guest, enjoying
intimate meals around an
open fire-pit.

Highlight! Stroll through
colorful Japanese
gardens of Kumamoto

Feel the warmth of
Highlight!
the local hospitality
and cuisine unique to the
Kyushu area.

Tokyo
Kumamoto

Your Japan Holidays Escort – Mr Ken Takenaga
Born in Yatsushiro City, Kumamoto Prefecture, on the island of Kyushu in southern Japan, Ken moved
to the USA as a teenager. He was immersed in American culture and language, which he combines
with his deep understanding of Japan’s colourful history in a way few tour guides accomplish. Ken’s
passion for and profound knowledge of southern Japan’s history and key historical sites plus his
fluency in English make him the perfect guide for English-speaking tourists here. He is a rare
combination of military precision, comprehensive knowledge, and genuine connection, qualities
invaluable as a tour guide for both large groups or smaller custom tours. Ken has more than a decade
of experience guiding groups.

25th March 2022- 2nd April 2022

1

TOKYO Arrival
Arrive to Tokyo and after exiting Customs transfer via Limousine Bus
to Royal Park Hotel Haneda.

-

Dazaifu Tenman-gu

-

Accomodation: Royal Park Hotel Haneda (1 night)

2

B

Yachiyoza
Kabuki Theater

Fly to FUKUOKA
Depart your hotel after breakfast for a short flight to Fukuoka, where
you’ll be met at the airport by Ken Takenaga, your engaging guide
throughout this tour. You’re in for a day of cultural immersion and
uniquely Japanese entertainment.

B
L
D

Accommodation: Hotel Nikko Kumamoto, (3 nights)

3

KUMAMOTO

4

KUMAMOTO & Mt ASO

5

GOKANOSHO

Highlight!

You are in for a full day of nature, culture, historical attractions
and enjoyable shopping.

Today you will see first-hand why Kumamoto is referred to as The
Land of Fire and Water. Stunning views and refreshing spring waters
will quench your spirits.
Today we travel into the past to Gokanosho, the very
cauldron of conflict between warring samurai clans.

Highlight!

Suizenji Japanese Garden Kumamoto Castle

B
L
D
B

Gokanosho

L

Sendan Totodo
Waterfall & Bridges

D

Accommodation: Heiko-So Minshuku, (1 night)

6

B
L
D

YATSUSHIRO CITY
We leave Gokanosho after a traditional Japanese breakfast, stopping
in Yatsushiro City before embarking on a beautiful drive to Japan’s
pearl enclave. We then visit a site rich with religious history and
unspoken secrets, before ending the day with an amazing seafood
dinner at our hotel.

B

Heike-so Minshuku

L
D

Accommodation: Amakusa Santa Coming Hotel, (2 nights)

7

AMAKUSA
Today’s drive treats you to opalescent scenes along the East China
Sea, past verdant rice fields, and to sites of religious significance
entwining East with West over many centuries.
Accommodation: Amakusa Santa Coming Hotel, (1 nights)

8

SHIMABARA / OBAMA
After breakfast, we take a short ferry to Shimabara, where you’ll enjoy
an exciting day of castles and conflict, tales of explosive volcanology,
topped off with a good hot soak in a historic spa.
Accommodation: Iseya Ryokan Obama, (1 nights)

9

TAKEO CITY

Highlight!

We combine a deep appreciation for nature with hands-on
creativity today, as we wrap up a memorable tour with a genuine,
hand-crafted article to remember the trip by.
Accommodation: Takeo Onsen Hotel Toyokan, (1 nights)

10

TAKEO CITY
Japan’s ceramics and pottery industries are legend. Before leaving
Japan, you’ll tour one of the most renowned ceramic centers in the
country in Arita, and have a last opportunity to buy that special gift or
keepsake!

B
L

Mt Fugen
Volcanic Museum

Oe Cathedral
Church

Indigo
Dyeing Workshop

Kyushu Ceramics
Museum

D

B
L
D

B
L
D

B
L
-

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Cherry Blossom Trail & Last samurai Tour 2022

ITINERARY

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

CLASSIC CHERRY BLOSSOM TOUR
2022
Wed 23rd March - Sun 3rd April 2022
From $7,499 Per Person Twin Share

TOUR DESCRIPTION

11 Nights / 12 Days

$7,499 pp - Twin Share

Begin: Wednesday 23rd March 2022 in Tokyo
End: Sunday 3rd April 2022 in Kyoto

(Single Supplement - $1,400)
*Subject to exchange rate

Inclusions
Daily Breakfast, 4 Lunches
& 3 Dinners

11 nights in
quality accommodations

Transfers, tours and entrance fees
listed on the tour

Private escort /
guide in Japan

Forwarding of one
item of luggage on one occasion

Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Enjoy Tokyo's
Highlight!
outstanding sites
against a stunning backdrop
of Mt. Fuji

Spend a day in
Highlight!
Kyoto - renowned
for its Nishiki food market,
malls and temples and
shrines
Explore several
Highlight!
UNESCO World
Heritage sites

Immerse yourself
Highlight!
in tradition in a
ryokan built using ancient
timber and experience a
traditional kaiseki dinner

Experience the
Highlight!
speed and efficiency
of Japan's shinkansen as you
reach far-flung destinations in
mere hours

Highlight! Enjoy a traditional
performing arts
performance where you can
dress up in Kimono and try
your hand at Taiko Drumming

Kanazawa

Kyoto
Hiroshima

Takayama

Tokyo

Your Japan Holidays Tour Leader - Mrs Juliane Suzuki
Juliane spent almost 20 years living and working in Japan as an interpreter before
moving back to Australia in 2015 and joining the Japan Holidays team. Travelling
extensively throughout Japan and living in difference regions of the country with her
Japanese husband and bi-cultural children has given Juliane a really unique insight
into this culture and lifestyle that few foreigners get to experience. Juliane loves
being able to utilise her language skills and share her knowledge of Japan with
clients to ensure they have the best possible experience during their time in Japan.

Classic Cherry Blossom tour 2022

ITINERARY
23rd March 2022 - 3rd April 2022

1

TOKYO Arrival
Arrive at Tokyo's Narita or Haneda International Airport. After clearing
customs, you'll be met by a meet n' greet assistant who will escort you
to a shared shuttle bus to your hotel. Upon arrival at the hotel, your
Japan Holidays' Tour Leader, Juliane Suzuki, will be there to greet you
and help settle you in. Juliane will remain with you for the entire tour.

ht!

Tokyo Highlig
B
-

Accommodation: Tokyu Stay Ginza, Tokyo (4 nights)

2

Full Day TOKYO
Today we have a Full Day Tour of Tokyo with our local expert guide to
show us all the must-see sights and some hidden gems as well. This
evening Japan Holidays will host a Welcome Dinner at a local
restaurant.

B
L
D

Lake Ashi

3

HAKONE Day Tour
We make an early start for our Hakone Day Tour, on which you’ll
experience the scenic Romance Car train ride with postcard views of
soaring Mt. Fuji, the sapphire blue caldera of Lake Ashi and the
impressionable volcanic valley of Owakudani.

B
L
-

4

5

Full Day KAMAKURA
Today we visit the ancient Capital of Kamakura for a Full Day Tour. We
visit the historical sites and a serene bamboo grove to revitalise
ourselves with an authentic cup of matcha tea.
Note: Your suitcase will be forwarded to Kyoto this evening, so pack
some essentials for the next few days.

Kamakura
B
L
-

TOKYO - TAKAYAMA
We travel by high-speed shinkansen to the timeless mountain town of
Takayama. Our Afternoon Tour includes the old preserved town,
historic buildings, and the amazing Festival Floats Museum. Before
our sumptuous, multi-course Kaiseki dinner, we experience a
traditional Performing Arts Show.

Shinkansen (Bullet train) Highlight!
Experience the
speed and efficiency of
Japan's shinkansen as
you reach far-flung
destinations in mere
hours, enjoying the
countryside and spring
foliage at its peak.

B
D

Accommodation: Ryokan Asunaro, Takayama

6

Tavel back in time, Shirakawago
Today, you travel back in time - a few thousand years! - to the
ancient, isolated village of Shirakawago. This UNESCO Heritage site
features unique, "gassho" roofed houses, which are still maintained
in the traditional way. We continue on to Kanazawa after exploring
this unique village.

Highlight!

B
-

Accommodation: Hotel MyStays Premier, Kanazawa (2 nights)

Shirakawa-go

UNESCO World Heritage sites

8

KANAZAWA
Day tour of Kanazawa - Enjoy a relaxing day exploring historical
Kanazawa Castle, the enchanting Kenrokuen Garden, Higashichaya Geisha district and the Samurai houses. One of the finest
landscape gardens in Japan, Kenrokuen will be bursting with Cherry
Blossoms for spectacular photos!

Higashi-chaya
B
-

KYOTO Free Day
We move to Kyoto mid-morning and the afternoon is free for you to
explore a myriad of places all walking distance from our hotel.

B
-

Accommodation: Intergate Shijo Shinmachi Hotel, Kyoto (4 nights)

9

-

KYOTO Day Tour
Our Day Tour of Kyoto by private bus includes all the must-see
locations in Kyoto from the iconic temples of Kiyomizudera and the
Golden pavilion of Kinkakuji to the beautifully preserved streets
around Ninenzaka and the tranquil rock garden of Ryoanji. All
surrounded by magnificent cherry blossoms, it’s truly a beautiful day!!

B
-

Hiroshima
B
L
-

11 NARA

Half Day Tour of Nara - Nara was established in the 8th Century when
powerful Buddhists challenged the government's control. The city
brims with historical treasures, temples, and parks where Nara’s
famous wild deer will bow to you to get one of their designated ‘deer
treats.’ Tonight, we return to Kyoto to enjoy a Farewell Dinner in a local
Izakaya restaurant.

12

Nishiki Market is a narrow,
five block long shopping
street lined by more than
one hundred shops and
restaurants.

Kyoto

10 HIROSHIMA & MIYAJIMA

Miyajima & Hiroshima Day Tour – An early bullet train and a ferry
transports us to magical Miyajima Island with its iconic, "floating" torii
gate of Itsukushima Shrine. We then explore Hiroshima's worldrenowned Peace Memorial Park and visit Ground Zero. The museum
here explores the advent of the nuclear bomb and its explosive
impact.

Nishiki Market

Nara
B
D

KYOTO - Departure Day
Departure day - After breakfast, Juliane will assist you with your
transfers for further travel in Japan or your flight home.

B
-

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Classic Cherry Blossom tour 2021

7

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

SAMURAI & SAKURA
CHERRY BLOSSOM TOUR 2021
Fri 8th April - Mon 18th April 2022
From $7,399 Per Person Twin Share

PAGE | 31

TOUR DESCRIPTION

10 Nights / 11 Days

$7,399 pp - Twin Share
(Single Supplement $990)
*Subject to exchange rate

Begin: Friday, 8th April 2022 in Tokyo
End: Monday 18th April 2022 in Tokyo

Inclusions

Daily breakfast,
8 lunches, 5 dinners

10 nights
premium accommodation

Private Local Guides
Escorted by Japan Holidays Staff

Transfers, day tours, entrance fees and activities as per itinerary
Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Highlight! Discover Edoperiod life in a 380
year old post town
Highlight! Walk in the
footsteps of
Samurai and discover their
history

Experience a
Highlight!
traditional Ryokan
and relax in soothing onsen
baths with spectacular views

Highlight! Inspect a multiaward-winning sake
factory and enjoy the tastetesting.

See Tsunami d
Highlight!
evastated areas in
Sendai

Morioka
Sendai
Aizu

Enjoy the Cherry
Highlight!
Blossoms in
uncrowded areas of
Northern Japan

Highlight! Tantalise your taste
buds with amazing
Japanese cuisine.

Tokyo

Your Japan Holidays Tour Leader - Mrs Juliane Suzuki
Juliane spent almost 20 years living and working in Japan as an interpreter before
moving back to Australia in 2015 and joining the Japan Holidays team. Travelling
extensively throughout Japan and living in difference regions of the country with her
Japanese husband and bi-cultural children has given Juliane a really unique insight
into this culture and lifestyle that few foreigners get to experience. Juliane loves
being able to utilise her language skills and share her knowledge of Japan with
clients to ensure they have the best possible experience during their time in Japan.

8th April 2022

1

TOKYO Arrival

Samurai & Sakura Cherry Blossom tour 2022

ITINERARY

ｰ 18th April 2022
Tokyo

Your unforgettable journey begins with either a daytime or evening
flight to Japan. You'll be transferred to the hotel, where your Japan
Holidays' Tour Leader will greet you.
Accommodation: Park Hotel Tokyo (2 nights)

2

3

TOKYO
Today we will explore the city with our local expert guide and see
some of Tokyo's must see sites including: Tsukiji outer markets,
Sensoji Temple, the Imperial Gardens and a unique fire ceremony.
This evening Japan Holidays will host a Welcome Dinner.

TOKYO - AIZU WAKAMATSU

AIZU - SENDAI

６

７
８

Highlight!

This morning we enjoy a peaceful walk through the picturesque
Goshikinuma lakes before exploring the Edo period post town
of Ouchi-juku. We make our way to Sendai this afternoon.

９

SENDAI
Sendai was the epicenter of the 2011 Tsunami which claimed over
15,000 lives. With stunning Cherry Blossoms as our backdrop, we will
see some of the devastated areas and also visit historically important
places to the Samurai culture of Japan.

MATSUSHIMA
Known as one of Japan's three most scenic locations, Matsushima is a
beautiful day trip from Sendai.

SENDAI - HANAMAKI ONSEN
Today we travel via private coach back to the 12th Century when we
visit UNESCO World Heritage site of Chusonji Temple Hiraizumi. We
also take a peaceful boat ride through the Geibikei Gorge.
Accommodation: Hanamaki Onsen (1 night)

MORIOKA

Highlight!

Morioka is our destination today and on the way we'll experience
traditional arts and crafts and taste some of the best sake Japan has
to offer!!
Accommodation: Morioka Metropolitan Hotel (3 nights)

MORIOKA
Today is a leisurely day with a morning walking tour of the city
including the famous 'rock-splitting cherry blossom tree' and the
afternoon free for you to explore further yourselves.

10 KAKUNODATE

Our last full day of the tour takes us to the Samurai stronghold of
Kakunodate and the picturesque Lake Tazawa. This evening Japan
Holidays will host our Farewell Dinner at a famous local Izakaya with
traditional entertainment.

11 MORIOKA - TOKYO

For those departing Japan today, you will make your way to Tokyo via
Shinkansen and on to either Narita or Haneda International Airports.
Extension Tours are available.

D

Tsurugajo Castle

B
L
D

Ouchi-juku

Accommodation: Metropolitan Sendai East (3 nights)

5

L

Highlight!

Today we take a bullet train back in time and learn about Samurai
history in Aizu Wakamatsu. The magnificent Tsurugajo Castle sets
the scene for one of the areas saddest tales. We also enjoy a
traditional tea ceremony and explore preserved Samurai homes.
Accommodation: Urabandai Lake Resort Hotel

4

B

B
L
-

Ouchi-juku is former post town which
connected Aizu with Nikko during Edo
period. You can enjoy traditional
building and local food.

Matsushima & Sendai

Highlight!

B
L
B
L

Hanamaki Onsen

B
L
D

Experience Morioka

B
L
D
B
-

Kakunodate

B
L
D
B
-

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

WORLD HERITAGE & KUMANO KODO
CHERRY BLOSSOM TOUR 2021
Fri 18th March 2022 - Sat 2nd April 2022
From $9,900 Per Person Twin Share

PAGE | 34

TOUR DESCRIPTION

17 Days / 16 Nights tour

$9,900 pp - Twin Share

Begin: Friday 18th March 2022 in Tokyo
End: Saturday 2nd April 2022 in Kyoto

(Single Supplement - $1,200)
*Subject to exchange rate

Inclusions
Breakfast Daily, 6 Lunches & 7
Dinners and welcome drink

All transfers and tours
as per itinerary

15 nights- accommodation
3-4 star western & Japanese

Fully Escorted- by Japan Holidays' Mrs. Judy Luxton /
Government accredited English speaking guides

Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Whether your passion is photography, culture, shopping, spirituality or gourmet delights, this trip offers a
one-of-a-kind scope and exposure to Japan's very best! Experience a life-altering pilgrimage through the
Kumano Kodo region flanked by pretty sakura petals and canopies of blooming trees.

Highlight! Stay in a Buddhist
temple & experience
morning prayers & fire ritual
with local monks.

Soothing natural
Highlight!
hot spring onsen
baths in traditional ryokan
accommodation

Walk the
Highlight!
spectacular
mountainous scenery of
UNESCO Heritage listed
Kumano Kodo with a local
expert guide

Ride the Hozu
Highlight!
rapids and walk the
serene streets of Arashiyama
& Bamboo Forest

Highlight! Visit Tokyo’s must
see sights including
Tsujiki outer markets, Ginza,
Imperial Palace, Asakusa

Highlight! Experience
exquisite Japanese
cuisine and a timeless tea
ceremony. Optional activities
can be pre-arranged.

Tokyo
Kyoto
Nara
Wakayama

Kyoto

Tokyo

18th March 2022

1

TOKYO Arrival

ｰ 2nd April 2022

Ginza

Upon your arrival, Judy will greet you in the lobby of the hotel. Day of
leisure if your arrival is early morning. Your tour escort Judy, will be on
hand for any sightseeing- suggestions -Tsukiji fish outer-markets and
Ginza & Harajuku, Meiji shrine and Omotesando areas.

Tokyu Stay Ginza

Accommodation: Tokyu Stay Ginza (3 nights)

2

3

4

・
５

TOKYO
On this guided walking tour you will see some of Tokyo’s most famous
sights; Tokyo Tower, Imperial Palace, Senso-ji Temple in Asakusa,
Meiiji shrine and Omotesando using public transport. This evening
we host welcome drinks at a local Izakaya - Japanese style pub, nearby.

B
L
‐

Mt. FUJI - KAMAKURA Day Tour
Kamakura Full Day Tour - Your guide takes you to the scenic south
coast by train. Use your day pass to hop on and off along the way to
lovely Enoshima Island. Enjoy a walk here in the hilly forest, or visit
one of many shrines dedicated to Benten, goddess of wealth and
knowledge. The final stop is at Kamakura, where the towering
Buddha - Daibatsu - gazes over the city's temples and traditional
gardens. Dinner is on your own, with recommendations upon your
request.

Kamakura
B
L
-

TOKYO - NARA
Before travelling to Nara, we forward our main suitcases to Kyoto and
travel with cabin sized bags and a backpack. Today we will board the
bullet train “Shinkansen” and travel quickly to Kyoto- hopefully again
seeing Mt Fuji on the way. After check-in at our local ryokan, you’ll get
an opportunity to visit Nara Park, the deer and the imposing Todaiji
Temple, Kohfukuji Temple and Kasuga Shrine decorated with
thousands of lanterns before enjoying a local Okonomiyaki dinner.
On our 2nd day in Nara, we will take a walk to explore the Old District,
Naramachi and Nara Park with the Ukimido Gazebo floats on Sagiike
Pond.

Highlight!

Nara
B
-

Accommodation : Ryokan Matsumae

6

7

NARA - KOYASAN
After breakfast, we head to Koyasan via train and one of the steepest
cable cars in Japan. We board a bus to our temple with expert guide,
Noriko san and have lunch before visiting Koyasan’s temple complex.
Amid 900m high mountains, you can view World Heritage-listed
temples, monasteries and assembly buildings before dinner served in
the temple; vegetarian Buddhist cuisine. After dinner, you are
welcome to spend more time in the temple, depart on the night tour
through Okunoin Cemetery, or you can see the head temple Kongobu-ji beautifully lit up.

Koyasan
B
D

RYUIJIN, WAKAYAMA

Highlight!
In this morning, you have the opportunity to attend a 6am
Buddhist ceremony followed by a fire ritual before breakfast. The
group will meet with our guide Noriko for a morning of sightseeing.
In the afternoon we enjoy a scenic drive to Ryujin village and relax
in a traditional onsen followed by an amazing kaiseki dinner at
Kamigoten Ryokan, a traditional inn originally built for a feudal lord
that has been in the Ryujin family for 29 generations.

Accommodation : Kamigoten Ryokan (1night)

Kamigoten Ryokan
B
D

World Heritage & Kumano Kodo Cherry Blossom Tour 2022

ITINERARY

World Heritage & Kumano Kodo Cherry Blossom Tour 2021

8

KUMANO KODO
Today, the group will drive to Takahara to hike the Kumano Kodo
from Takahara to Chikatsuyu-Oji (9.3km, 6 hours). After sandwiches or
a Japanese bento (lunch box) lunch, we set off with our local expert
guide, Mr Nishiihata for the walk. After the day’s walking is finished, the
group will drive to Kawayu Onsen to relax in the hot springs.
Non-walkers: with another guide and transport to visit the local
villages and coastline of Wakayama.

◆

Kumano Kodo Highlight!
B
L
D

Accommodation : Kawayu Midoriya Ryokan (2 nights)

9

KUMANO KODO
After a buffet breakfast, the group will drive to Hosshinmon-oji and
walk the Kumano Kodo from Hosshinmon-Oji to Kumano Hongu
Taisha (8km, 3 hours).
Non-wakers: spend time at the visitors centre to view videos and
presentations along with the Kumano Hongu Taisha shinto shrine.

◆

After a picnic lunch with a local Shiso drink, the group will see the
Kumano Hongu Taisha and Oyunohara. After leisure time, we drive
to Yunomine Onsen – one of only two World Heritage Listed hot
springs around the globe. Once the day is finished, the group will drive
back to Kawayu Onsen and after dinner enjoy a Taiko Drum
performance.

B

Kumano Hongu Taisha

L
D

Enjoy & experience Taiko

URASHIMA

Kumanogawa River

UNESCO Heritage Listed Kumanogawa River. After visiting Kumano
Hayatama Taisha and Kamikura-Jinja, the group will head to Katsuura.
We stop off at Daimonzaka and walk the Kumano Kodo 1km to
Kumano Nachi Taisha and waterfall. After that, We depart back to
Katsuura and the ferry boat to Hotel. Tonight we enjoy a kaiseki meal &
relax in the town’s hot springs and cave baths (Bukido) after a big day.

This 90 minute traditional
boat ride traces the
transportation of the Pilgrims
many years ago.

10 Today we drive to the boat launch to ride in traditional boats down the

B
L
D

Hotel Urashima Sanjokan

Accommodation : Hotel Urashima Sanjokan

WAKAYAMA

A James Bond like fortress and a popular holiday spot for Japanese
who love tuna and coastal onsens.

− SHIRAHAMA

Fish Market

11 You can rise early before breakfast to experience the excitement of a

tuna auction at the Fish Markets. After breakfast, head up the Coast
via Sandanbeki Rock cliffs and caves, stopping for lunch at Senjojiki,
the sandstone rocks, then venturing to Heisogen Park to view
exceptional flowering cherry trees. After checking in to our hotel we
shall enjoy sunset from foot bath or go down to Engetsu Island to
watch the sunset.

B
Travel the rugged west coast of Wakayama and
view amazing sunsets.

Accommodation : Key Terrace Hotel Seamore

WAKAYAMA City

Yuasa Soy Factory

12 Today we will see how Shoyu - (soy sauce) is made at Yuasa Soy

factory both the traditonal and modern way. At the Kuroshio
markets, we may see a tuna cutting show, then lunch and after
exploring Wakayama City, we shall go to the castle and enjoy Green
Tea and Japanese Sweets at Koshoan tea house on castle grounds.
Dinner in a local restaurant will be arranged.

B
D

Accommodation : Granvia Wakayama

13

Engetsu Island

WAKAYAMA City - KYOTO

Wakayama Castle

Travelling to Kyoto by Train we shall have a rest day with a number of
suggestions for your days activities or rest- Please see escort or your
consultant prior to this day to organise our own itinerary

B

Accommodation : Intergate Kyoto Shijo Shinmachi (3 nights)

-

-

Tuna cutting Show

Nijo Castle

private coach. Nijo Castle which was built by the Tokugawa Shogun in
1603 is beautifully detailed and has specially-constructed “nightingale”
floors to warn of approaching visitors/intruders are of particular
interest; Kinkakuji Temple or “Golden Pavilion” which still exudes an
impression of timelessness; Ryoanji which is rightly famous for its
exquisite garden of raked sand and 15 judiciously placed rocks
designed in 1473; and Fushimi Inari Shrine with its more than 7000
vermilion hued Torii gates which have been donated by members of
the public.
Japan Holidays will host lunch at a local restaurant.

Ryoanji

B
L
‐

Kinkakuji Temple

ARASHIYAMA
15 KYOTO,
Today we travel to the Arashiyama Sagano area of Kyoto and spend

time viewing the serene bamboo forest and Arashiyama . We also
board the “Romance” train into the mountains and return via boat
down the gentle “white water” to Arashiyama. This area is noted for its
blazing maple colours in autumn and was a favourite of Emperors and
Nobles throughout Japanese history. This evening we shall walk the
Gion area and hopefully see a Maiko or Geiko during their work hours.
We learn all about this area and the education of Kyoto's Geisha.
Farewell dinner hosted by Japan Holidays.

B
‐
D

End of Tour

16 This is the last day of your tour. For those departing from Itami or
Kansai airport there will be a shared shuttle transfer arranged for
your departure flight.

B

Fushimi Inari Shrine

Arashiyama

Highlight!

-

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Your Tour Leader- Mrs Judy Luxton
Ever since visiting Japan for the first time in 1972 as a teenager, Judy has had a fascination and interest in Japan
which took her back in 1975 to swim at their Nationals. Upon marriage to her husband Tony, who lived in Japan
for over 10 years and speaks the language fluently, she has travelled many times each year in all seasons to
explore and experience a wide range of activities in many areas of Japan from Hokkaido to Okinawa. Her passion
for everything Japanese grows each time she visits this country, from the warmth and caring of the people, the
fascinating history, diverse scenery, traditions, modern technologies and the delicious traditional and new cuisine.
Her wealth of knowledge, passion, networks across all areas of business within Japan has seen her professionally
escort many successful tours to Japan.

World Heritage & Kumano Kodo Cherry Blossom Tour 2021

KYOTO, Famous Tourist Spots

14 After breakfast we will depart for our sightseeing tour of Kyoto by

TOHOKU
CHERRY BLOSSOM TOUR 2022
Wed 20th April - Wed 27th April 2022

PAGE | 43

TOUR DESCRIPTION

Enquire for availability and pricings

8 Days / 7 Nights tour
Begin: Wednesday 20th April in Tokyo
End: Wednesday 27th April in Tokyo

Inclusions

7 daily breakfasts,
6 lunches, 6 dinners

7 nights
premium accommodation

Private escort, & tour guide
by Japan Holidays

Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Japan’s Tohoku – or northestern – region is rich with history,
natural beauty and noteworthy cultural sites. This tour will

Tohoku area

immerse you in all of this, including ancient temples, shrines,
samurai residential areas, castles, and local crafts – all set against
the fragrant beauty of peak cherry blossom season. You’ll enjoy
scenic countryside, high-speed bullet trains and peaceful ryokan
inns at day’s end. The tour begins and ends in Tokyo – a city of
unparalleled shopping, tourism and activities to introduce you to
Japan’s commercial side. To peer into Japan’s soul, you’ll need to
see the timeless Tohoku region, unique for its mountains, gorges,
forests, natural beauty and ancient samurai culture and lifestyle.

Your Japan Holidays Escort – Mr Ken Takenaga
Born in Yatsushiro City, Kumamoto Prefecture, on the island of Kyushu in southern Japan, Ken moved
to the USA as a teenager. He was immersed in American culture and language, which he combines
with his deep understanding of Japan’s colourful history in a way few tour guides accomplish. Ken’s
passion for and profound knowledge of southern Japan’s history and key historical sites plus his
fluency in English make him the perfect guide for English-speaking tourists here. He is a rare
combination of military precision, comprehensive knowledge, and genuine connection, qualities
invaluable as a tour guide for both large groups or smaller custom tours. Ken has more than a decade
of experience guiding groups.

20th April 2022 - 27th April 2022

1

TOKYO Arrival

Hama Rikyu
Gardens

Arrive at either Narita Int’l Airport or Haneda Int’l Airport. The Park
Hotel Tokyo is located on the 25th floor of the Shiodome Media Tower
downtown, where you’ll enjoy a stunning panorama of the city from
your window.

Imperial Palace

Accommodation: Park Hotel Tokyo (2 nights)

2

3

TOKYO
You’ll be met by your English-speaking tour guide and embark on a
day-long tour of Tokyo. Among many highlights of the day will be the
Imperial Palace, Meiji Shrine, Omotesando shopping area, Ginza
district, and Hama Rikyu Gardens. We’ll travel on Tokyo’s superefficient public transportation.

L
‐

TOKYO- KORIYAMA
We’ll travel to Koriyama, gateway to Fukushima’s mountain ranges to
the east and west. Your guide, Ken Takenaga, will meet you. Your first
stop by private bus is the famed Tsuruga Castle. After a local lunch,
we’ll continue on to Bukeyashiki Aizu samurai residence. We end the
day at Ouchijuku, a former post town in a beautiful mountain setting.
Accommodation: Ookawaso, Aizu Ashinomaki Onsen

4

B

Tsuruga Castle
B
L
-

KORIYAMA –KITAKAMI – MORIOKA
We’ll travel by car and stop en-route at the famous Tenshochi Park in
Kitakami which is registered as one of the 100 Best Sakura Viewing Sites
in Japan. Continuing on, we arrive in Morioka in the afternoon, with a
stop at the Morioka Handi-Works Square. This amazing cultural
craft “village” offers workshops as well as a wide range of stores selling
popular gift items by master craftsmen.

B
-

Highlight!

-

Tenshochi Park

Accommodation : TBD (2 nights)

5

6

JODOGAHAMA –YAMADA BAY – MORIOKA
It’s a short drive to Jodogahama (“Pure Land”) Beach this morning. Resembling a gigantic
dragon in its outline, Jodogahama conjures up the Buddhist vision of paradise, after which the
beach is named. A soothing stroll helps work up your appetite for a special lunch treat in
Yamada Town: delectably fresh oysters and scallops harvested from their sea farms by local
fishermen.

B

Jodogahama

D

MORIOKA – HIRAIZUMI – HANAMAKI

Highlight!
We depart Morioka and head south to Hiraizumi and
its top attraction: Chusonji Buddhist Temple. This Tendai-sect
Buddhist temple commands a spectacular view of cherry blossoms in B
full bloom. Among the few remaining sites here is the fabulous
Golden Pavilion, completely covered in gold leaf. After that, you’ll be
ready to relax in a steaming hot springs bath at our onsen inn tonight. D

Golden
Pavilion

Accommodation: Osawa Onsen Sansuikaku

7

Ouchijuku

HANAMAKI –KAKUNODATE
Today, you’ll step back in time to the samurai era in fabled
Kakunodate. The wide open streets lined by a lacy canopy of cherry
blossoms frames a picture-perfect view into the past. There are
museums, gift shops, gardens and architecture to explore here.
Tonight we’ll meet up for a farewell dinner with your guide.

Kakunodate

B
D

Accommodation: TBD

8

KAKUNODATE – TOKYO
You’ll depart for Tokyo by bullet train. Enjoy the snacks and drinks onboard while admiring the view.

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Tohoku Cherry Blossom Tour 2022

ITINERARY

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

NAKASENDO & KAMIKOCHI
TREKKING TOUR 2021
Sun 10th October - Thurs 21st October 2021
From $7,399 Per Person Twin Share

TOUR DESCRIPTION

11 Nights / 12 Days

$7,399 pp - Twin Share
(Single supplement - $1,660)
*Subject to exchange rate

Begins: Sunday 10th October 2021 in Tokyo
Ends: Thursday 21st October 2021 in Tokyo

Inclusions
Daily Breakfasts, 8 Lunches accommodations
& 9 Dinners

Private escort /
guide in Japan

Luggage Forwarding
Nagano to Matsumoto

Airport Transfer upon arrival/departure
Exclutions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
This tour is perfect for the traveller who loves the great outdoors, hiking and beautiful scenery while
immersing themselves in the history and culture of Japan. We will walk in the footsteps of warlord
Shoguns, merchants, princesses and pilgrims as we walk the Nakasendo. We stay in a combination of
traditional inns and hotels giving you the best of both worlds. The tour is fully-escorted tour by Japan
Holidays' staff & English-speaking local guides in each area who are uniquely qualified to offer personal
insights, traveller tips and extensive knowledge.

Walk in the
footsteps of
Shoguns & Princesses who
travelled the Nakasendo and
learn about its fascinating
history.

njoy a traditional
Buddhist dinner
shojin ryori after you walk
the path to enlightenment in
the secret underground
passage of Zenkoji Temple.

Stay in a 300 year
Highlight!

Marvel in the
Highlight!

Highlight!

old ryokan which
has welcomed royalty, writers,
and celebrities and enjoy the
local cuisine of the Kiso Valley.

Highlight!

Nakasendo

Tokyo

magnificent
landscape and hues of
Kamikochi.g

Your Japan Holidays Tour Leader - Mrs Juliane Suzuki
Juliane spent almost 20 years living and working in Japan as an interpreter before moving back to
Australia in 2015 and joining the Japan Holidays team. Travelling extensively throughout Japan and living
in difference regions of the country with her Japanese husband and bi-cultural children has given Juliane
a really unique insight into this culture and lifestyle that few foreigners get to experience. Juliane loves
being able to utilise her language skills and share her knowledge of Japan with clients to ensure they
have the best possible experience during their time in Japan.

Nakasendo & Kamikochi Trekking Tour 2021

ITINERARY
10th October 2021 - 21th October 2021

1

TOKYO Arrival
Your unforgettable journey begins with either a daytime or evening
flight to Japan. You'll be transferred to the hotel, where your Japan
Holidays' Tour Leader will greet you.

B
-

Tokyo

Highlight!

Accommodation: Shiba Park Hotel, Tokyo (2 nights)

2

Full Day TOKYO
Today we will explore the city with our local expert guide and see
some of Tokyo's must see sites including: Tsukiji outer markets,
Sensoji Temple, the Imperial Gardens and a unique fire ceremony.
This evening Japan Holidays will host a Welcome Dinner

B
L
D

3

TOKYO - NAGANO

Highlight!
Today we take a bullet train to Nagano and visit the city
including 1400 year old Zenkoji Temple, where you may find
enlightenment in the underground passage.

Zenkoji Temple
B
D

4

MAGOME
Our Nakasendo Trail begins today as we explore the post towns of
Ochiai-juku and Magome-juku.
Distance: 4.5kms / 60-90 mins

Magome-juku
B
L
D

Accommodation: Traditional Inn, Magome (1 night)

5

TSUMAGO
Today we walk one of the most well-known sections of the Nakasendo
between Magome & Tsumago.
Distance: 8kms / 3hrs

B
L
D

Accommodation: Traditional Inn, Tsumago (1 night)

6

KISO - FUKUSHIMA
This morning we make an early start with a short 4km hike, then take
the train to KisoFukushima where we'll spend a fascinating afternoon.
Distance: 9kms / 3.5hrs

B
L
D

Accommodation: Traditional Inn, Kiso-Fukushima (2 nights)

Shojin Ryori

KISO - FUKUSHIMA
This morning we have a more challenging hike along the sacred
Ontake Kodo Route, where we see the beautiful Gongen Falls and
other sacred sites along the way. This afternoon you will try your hand
at making Japanese rice cakes or mochi.

L

Gongen
Waterfall

D

Distance: 5kms / 3hrs

8

B

Nakasendo & Kamikochi Trekking Tour 2021

7

NARAI

Narai-juku

Today we tackle the Torii pass which has a steep incline followed by
an easy walking route through the forest, where we'll find many
historically important sites admidst rich vegetation.

B

Distance: 6kms / 3 hours

D

L

Accommodation: Traditional Inn, Narai (1 night)

9

MATSUMOTO

Ishii Miso Facroty

light!

High
We spend the morning in Kiso-Hirasawa, famous for its lacquerware
before making our way to Matsumoto, where we take a tour of a
traditional Miso factory and the National Treasure: Matsumoto
Castle.

Matsumoto Castle

B
L

Distance: 7kms / 4-5hrs

D
Accommodation: Buena Vista Hotel, Matsumoto (2 nights)

10 KAMIKOCHI

Today we journey to the biggest Wasabi farm in Japan and then to the
spectacular area of Kamikochi for an easy afternoon hike.
Distance: 3kms / 45 mins

Kamikochi
B
L
-

11 TOKYO

We head back to Tokyo mid-morning and the afternoon is free to
explore on your own. Tonight we will enjoy a farewell dinner at a local
Izakaya.

Ginza
B
D

Accommodation: Shiba Park Hotel, Tokyo

12

Departure Day
For those leaving Japan today, Juliane will assist with your plans for
the day before you take your transfer to the airport for your flight
home.

B
-

Contact us
End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Call: + 61 2 6674 4185
Email: info@japanholidays.com.au
Website: www.japanholidays.com.au
Address: P.O. Box 1175, Kingscliff NSW 2487 Australia

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

ULTIMATE KYUSHU TOUR
2022 Dates to be announced
Enquire now for waitlisting for this fantastic tour

TOUR DESCRIPTION

12 Days / 11 Nights tour

Enquire for availability and pricings

Begin: Thursday 15th September 2020 in Tokyo
End: Saturday 26th September 2020 in Tokyo

Inclusions

Daily breakfasts, 9 lunches
Transfers, tours, craft &
& 10 dinners
entrance fees as per itinerary

Private escort /
guide in Japan

11 Nights' accommodation Western &
traditional Japanese ryokans
Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Stroll through
Highlight!
Fukuoka’s most
famous attraction, Daizaifu
Tenmangu Shrine

View Mount Aso's
Highlight!dramatic landscape
and active volcano caldera upclose

Relax in the
Highlight! beneficial bubbling
hot springs of Beppu

Tour historic
Highlight! Nagasaki's Peace

Experience the
Highlight!
Heike clan samurai
family life as their guest,
enjoying intimate meals
around an open fire-pit

Feel the warmth of
Highlight! the local hospitality

Sapporo

and cuisine unique to Kyushu
Island

Memorial Park

Kyoto

Tokyo

Hiroshima

Observe ancient
Highlight!
Christian sites and
marine activities in the
"pearl" islands of Amakusa

Kakegawa

Miyazaki

Your Japan Holidays Escort – Mr Ken Takenaga
Born in Yatsushiro City, Kumamoto Prefecture, on the island of Kyushu in southern Japan, Ken moved
to the USA as a teenager. He was immersed in American culture and language, which he combines
with his deep understanding of Japan’s colourful history in a way few tour guides accomplish. Ken’s
passion for and profound knowledge of southern Japan’s history and key historical sites plus his
fluency in English make him the perfect guide for English-speaking tourists here. He is a rare
combination of military precision, comprehensive knowledge, and genuine connection, qualities
invaluable as a tour guide for both large groups or smaller custom tours. Ken has more than a decade
of experience guiding groups.

3rd November 2020

1

TOKYO Arrival

Ultimate Kyushu Tour

ITINERARY

ｰ 19th November 2020

Arrive Tokyo – Either Narita International Airport or Haneda
International Airport. After exiting Customs, transfer to hotel (from
Narita Airport via Limousine Bus; Haneda Airport short walk to hotel).
Accommodation: Haneda Excel Tokyu Hotel (1 night)

2

FUKUOKA - OITA

Depart your hotel after breakfast for a short flight to Fukuoka, where
you’ll be met at the airport by Ken Takenaga, your engaging guide
throughout this tour. You’re in for a day of cultural immersion and
uniquely Japanese entertainment.
Accommodation: Rex Hotel Beppu (1 night)

3

L
D

Nakadake
Active Volcano

Today you will see first-hand why Kyushu is referred to as “The
Land of Fire and Water”. You’ll journey from the cataclysmic,
volcanic formations in Aso Valley to the soothing, tranquil
natural springs of Shirakawa.

L
D

Power spot in KUMAMOTO
After breakfast, we check out, then head for a “power spot” steeped in
Japanese mythology. We end the day on a refreshing note with a fun
tour and tasting of Japan’s premiere brew: sake!

KUMAMOTO

Weather and nature permitting, we’ll
check out Mt. Naka, an active crater,
which has been actively rumbling
and spewing smoke for the past 70
years.

B

B
L
D

Accommodation: Tsujyun Sanso Hotel (1 night)

5

As far back as the 7th century,
this shrine promoted learning,
sincerity and protection from evil.
The approach to here is lined
with many shops.

B

MT ASO

Accommodation: Hotel Yume Shizuku (1 night)

4

Dazaifu Tenman-gū

Highlight!

Highlight!

After breakfast at the hotel, we depart for Yamato-cho area, where we
stop to marvel at an engineering wonder to rival the Roman
aqueducts. We continue on to Kumamoto City, with a stop at the
enormous castle complex, followed by shopping in the afternoon.

B
L

Takachiho Gorge

Resembling the scales of a dragon, the
steep walls of this dramatic, narrow gorge
cut through solid rock of the Gokase River.

Kumamoto

Suizenji
Japanese
Garden

D

Accommodation: Hotel Nikko Kumamoto (1 night)

6

HITOYOSHI

Highlight!

We check out after breakfast and depart Kumamoto for a full day
of scenic panoramas, gourmet lunch, and a tour of one of Japan’s
National Treasure shrines.

Beppu Jigoku Tour (Oita)

Steam Locomotive “Hitoyoshi”

L
D

Accommodation: Suiranrou Ryokan (1 night)
Highlight!

B

Highlight!

Tsujunkyo
Stone Bridge (Kumamoto)

it back and enjoy unparalleled scenic beauty
along the Kuma River on this exquisitelyappointed steam train from a bygone era.

Highlight!

Aoi Aso Shrine (Kumamoto)

This cultural landmark built in 1854
is not only architecturally striking,
but is still used to supply irrigation
and drinking water for the people of
Yabe town.

The richly geothermal area of Beppu has eight distinct
hot springs with a wide variety of bathing experiences
including water, sand, steam and mud. Each area on
the tour offers natural beauty, tranquility and
geothermal wonders where you can stroll among
bubbling pools of jade green and turquoise waters.

Now a National Treasure, this intricately
decorated Shinto shrine dates from 806 A.D.
The site includes several pavilions, which
reflect unique architectural treatment and
designs from medieval Japan.

GOKANOSHO

Gokanosho

Highlight!

Today, you’ll travel back in time to a more rustic era that will
transport you to the very soul of Japan: its daring samurai warriors and
their tribal clans who took refuge in dense forests to escape
persecution for more than 800 years.

Heike-so Minshuku

B
L
D

Accommodation: Heike-So Ryokan (1 night)

8

GOKANOSHO, AMAKUSA
After an expansive, traditional Japanese breakfast, we take a leisurely,
half-day drive from the forests of Gokanosho to Amakusa in
Kumamoto, where the mountains meet the ocean with spectacular
scenery.

Oe church
B
L
D

The World
Heritage listed
churches of
Amakusa.

Accommodation: Amakusa Santa Coming Hotel (1 night)

9

SHIMABARA, OBAMA
An exciting day of castles, conflict and kaiseki is sure to play on all of
your senses. The accommodation this evening is in a traditional
Japanese-style ryokan. Enjoy a soothing soak in the natural hot spring
spa in the privacy of your own room.

Shimabara Castle
B
L
D

Accommodation: Iseya Ryokan Obama (1 night)

10

Resembling a beautiful wedding cake in
its appearance, this major tourist
attraction has several floors of exquisite
samurai armor as well as delicate
artifacts from the 17th century. At the
entrance, you can try on armor or
kimono for a memorable photo. The
rooftop terrace offers lofty views of the
city below.

NAGASAKI
After breakfast, we leave for Nagasaki, a city steeped in tragedy,
but now resolved to ensure a lasting legacy of peace. While in
Nagasaki, you’ll enjoy a local favourite: champon noodles, as well
as explore shopping districts in this charming port city by
convenient tram.

Nagasaki Peace Park
and Memorial Museum

B

Commemorating the nuclear bombing of
Nagasaki and death of 75,000 citizens – an event
of horrific consequence and destruction – this
quiet, contemplative park will resonate with your
conscience long afterwards.

L
D

Accmodation: JR Kyushu Nagasaki Hotel (2 nights)

11

NAGASAKI
On your last day in Nagasaki, get ready for a day of strolling, shopping,
dining and just soaking up the local energy in Nagasaki’s most vibrant
shopping district, which is just a few minutes away from one of the
oldest Chinatowns in Japan.

12 NAGASAKI

After checking out of your accommodation, your guide Ken-san will
help you purchase any last minute souvenirs for your trip, before
seeing you off from Nagasaki to your next destination.

B

Highlight!

Samurai performance

ｰ

Silent but deadly samurai swords
slice the air in a stunning display of
skill and nerve as shown by Taisharyu warriors at Aoi Aso Shrine. With
your senses in tatters, we’ll travel
on to Gokanosho, the very
cauldron of conflict between
warring samurai clans.

D
B

ｰ
ｰ

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Ultimate Kyushu Tour

7

F E A T U R E D

T O U R

KYUSHU
AUTUMN COLOURS TOUR
2022 Dates to be announced
Enquire now for waitlisting for this fantastic tour

TOUR DESCRIPTION

8 Days / 7 Nights tour

Enquire for availability and pricings

Inclusions
7 Breakfasts,
6 Lunches,
6 Dinners

Accommodation
Western &
Japanese style

Transfers, Tours &
Entrances
as per Itinerary

Private Escort
Guide in Japan

Exclusion: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Escorted by a local Historian with unsurpassed
knowledge of Kyushu. Places visited and insights
gained on this tour are all unique to Japan
Holidays. This tour is perfectly suited for persons
seeking to gain valuable knowledge of remote Japan.
A small group tour with personalized attention to
detail. Experience local cuisine and hospitality
unique to countryside Japan. Seasonally a perfect
time to visit Kyushu.
Direct exposure to
this fascinating
diverse island of Japan

Soak in the natural
hot springs that
abound in the island

Highlight!

Highlight!

Be immersed in
Highlight!

Highlight!

history in staying in
Home of Heike samurai clan

Highlight!

Kyushu

Enjoy local tastes
and foods unique to

The dynamism that is Kyushu --- the southernmost major
island of Japan. A series of volcanic ranges, including the
world’s largest active volcanic crater, Mount Aso, are
located in Kyushu. Kyushu’s strategic position near South
Korea and China have allowed it to act as a focal point of
cultural, religious, and artistic exchanges since the ancient
Japanese world. The arrival of the Europeans to Kyushu
also started during this time. In the later years, the
Nagasaki port of Kyushu started receiving Western trade. Ill
fate, however, met the island when, during World War II, on
August 9th, 1945, Nagasaki was ravaged by the atomic
bomb. So much to see and so much to experience in this
small island.

Personalised tour
with highly
experienced Escort
Experience the
warmth and
hospitality of the local people

Highlight!

Tokyo
Kumamoto

Your Japan Holidays Escort – Mr Ken Takenaga
Born in Yatsushiro City, Kumamoto Prefecture, on the island of Kyushu in southern Japan, Ken moved
to the USA as a teenager. He was immersed in American culture and language, which he combines
with his deep understanding of Japan’s colourful history in a way few tour guides accomplish. Ken’s
passion for and profound knowledge of southern Japan’s history and key historical sites plus his
fluency in English make him the perfect guide for English-speaking tourists here. He is a rare
combination of military precision, comprehensive knowledge, and genuine connection, qualities
invaluable as a tour guide for both large groups or smaller custom tours. Ken has more than a decade
of experience guiding groups.

1

TOKYO Arrival

Kyushu Autumn Colours Tour

ITINERARY
Kumamoto Castle

Arrive Narita International Airport. After clearing Customs transfer to
hotel near the Narita Airport using the Hotel shuttle bus.
Accommodation: Narita View Hotel (or similar) (1 night)

2

TOKYO - KUMAMOTO
Depart Narita on a flight to Kumamoto. Upon arrival, Ken Takenaga,
will meet you and be your guide throughout the tour. Kumamoto City
sightseeing will include Suizenji Japanese Garden and a Jyosai En
Cultural Center to experience the history of Kumamoto,
Enjoy dinner at one of Kumamoto’s favourite restaurants.

B
L
D

Mt Aso

Accommodation: Hotel Nikko Kumamoto (2 nights)

3

4

5

KUMAMOTO - MT ASO
Today you will see first-hand why Kumamoto is referred to as The
Land of Fire and Water. Enjoy a spectacular 360 degree view of the
Aso Valley and the Five Mountains of Aso.

The Land of the Last Samurai, Gokanosho is located in the centre of
Kumamoto Prefecture and is often called the last secluded region in
Kyushu. These villages are known as the “Home of the Heike fugitive
legend” or the Hidden Samurai.

D

Gokanosho Bridge

Sendan Totodo Waterfall

B
L
D

AMAKUSA
Say goodbye to Gokanosho after a sumptuous Japanese breakfast
and leave for Amakusa, enjoying a scenic drive over five picturesque
bridges strung out like a strand of pearls.

B

Satsuki Cathedral Mt Fugen

L
D

SHIMABARA, UNZEN
An exciting day of castles, conflict and kaiseki, we begin with a
vehicular ferry from Amakusa to Shimabara to see the ruins of Hara
Castle, the battleground of the Christian rebellion in the year 1637.
Accommodation: Iseya Yokan Obama (1 night)

7

L

GOKANOSHO

Accommodation: Amakusa Santa Coming Hotel (1 night)

6

B

B
L
D

NAGASAKI
Our final day of sight-seeing takes us to Nagasaki, a city steeped in
tragedy, but now resolved to ensure a lasting legacy of peace. The
Nuclear Atomic Bomb Museum and Peace Park is a quiet,
contemplative park that will resonate with your conscience long
afterwards. We will also visit the Urakami Cathedral and a Dutch
Village amongst other sites. There is plenty of time to enjoy this port
city and discover the Portuguese and Dutch influences.

Nagasaki
Peace Park

B
L
D

Accommodation: Hotel JAL City Nagasaki (1 night)

8

NAGASAKI - TOKYO
After Breakfast and checking out of the hotel, we depart for our flight
from Nagasaki to Haneda, Tokyo. A bus transfer to Narita will be
arranged for passengers departing Japan from Narita Airport.
Should you wish to extend your stay to explore other parts of this
wonderful country, please consult with Japan Holidays.

B
L
D

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

WORLD HERITAGE & KUMANO
KODO AUTUMN TOUR 2022
Mon 08th November - Wed 24th November 2021
From $9,900 per person Twin Share

TOUR DESCRIPTION

17 Days / 16 Nights tour

$9,900 pp - Twin Share
(Single Supplement available)
*Subject to exchange rate

Begin: Monday 8th November 2021 in Tokyo
End: Wednesday 24th November 2021 in Kyoto

Inclusions
15 Breakfast Daily,
5 Lunches & 7 Dinners

Minimum 4 star
accommodation

All transfers and
tours as per itinerary

Escort / guide in Japan

Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Autumn colours, hot springs, outstanding food, stays in Japan’s capital cities of Nara, Tokyo, and Kyoto
coupled with walking in the footsteps of the ancient pilgrims will revitalise any person seeking a tour
offering unrivalled beauty where you will gain an understanding of both historical and contemporary Japan.

Stay in a Buddhist
temple, waking to
morning prayers & sacred
fire ritual.

Highlight!

Ride the Hozu
rapids and walk the
serene streets of Arashiyama
& Bamboo Forest

Walk the
spectacular
mountainous scenery of
Kumano Kodo.

Highlight!

Highlight!

Hot spring bathing
in natural onsens
and stay in traditional Ryokan
accommodation.

Highlight!

Experience
excellent Japanese
cuisine and local sake and
tea ceremony.

Highlight!

Highlight!

Enjoy & experience
Taiko drumming.

Tokyo
Kyoto
Nara
Wakayama
Kyoto

Tokyo

Your Tour Leader- Mrs Judy Luxton
Ever since visiting Japan for the first time in 1972 as a teenager, Judy has had a fascination and interest in
Japan which took her back in 1975 to swim at their Nationals. Upon marriage to her husband Tony, who
lived in Japan for over 10 years and speaks the language fluently, she has travelled many times each year
in all seasons to explore and experience a wide range of activities in many areas of Japan from Hokkaido
to Okinawa. Her passion for everything Japanese grows each time she visits this country, from the warmth
and caring of the people, the fascinating history, diverse scenery, traditions, modern technologies and the
delicious traditional and new cuisine. Her wealth of knowledge, passion, networks across all areas of
business within Japan has seen her professionally escort many successful tours to Japan.

08th November 2021

1

ｰ 24th November 2021

Meet Greet Upon Arrival

Ginza

Day of leisure if your arrival is early morning. Sightseeing- suggestions -Tsujiki
markets and Ginza & Harajuku, Meiji shrine and Omotesando areas

World Heritage & Kumano Kodo Autumn Tour 2021

ITINERARY
Tokyu Stay Ginza

Accommodation: Tokyu Stay Ginza (3 nights)

2

3

4

・
５

TOKYO

Highlight!

On this guided full day tour you will see some of Tokyo’s most
famous sights; Tokyo Tower, Imperial Palace, Senso-ji Temple in
Asakusa, Meiiji shrine and Omotesando using public transport. This
evening we host welcome drinks at a local Izakaya - Japanese style
pub, nearby.

KAMAKURA Day Tour
Kamakura is packed with breathtaking scenery, awe-inspiring history,
and Buddhist temples, surrounded by autumn foliage. We'll visit
Kotoku-in, home to the Kamakura Daibutsu - a serenely seated giant
Buddha.
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TOKYO - NARA
We forward our main suitcases to Kyoto and travel with cabin sized
bags and a backpack. We travel by bullet train “Shinkansen” to Kyotohopefully seeing Mt Fuji on the way. We visit Nara Park, the deer and
the imposing Todaiji Temple, Kofukuji Temple decorated with
thousands of lanterns before enjoying a local Okonomiyaki dinner. On
our 2nd day in Nara, we visit Kasuga Taisha Shrine, decorated with
thousands of lanterns and explore the Old District, Naramachi.

Kamakura

Nara
B
-

Accommodation : Ryokan Matsumae (2 nights)
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NARA - KOYASAN

Today we head to Koyasan and meet our expert guide, Noriko. Amid
900m high mountains, we view World Heritage-listed temples and
monasteries before a vegetarian Buddhist cuisine. After dinner, you
are welcome to spend more time in the Temple, or enjoy the night tour
through Okunoin Cemetery.

Koyasan
B
D

Accommodation : Fudo-in Temple Lodging, Koyasan or similar
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RYUIJIN, WAKAYAMA

Kamigoten Ryokan

Highlight!

This morning, you have the opportunity to attend a Buddhist Ceremony
(6.00am) followed by a fire ritual. More sightseeing before departing on a scenic
drive to Ryujin village and relax in a traditional onsen and an amazing Kaiseki
dinner at our Ryokan, a traditional inn originally built for a fuedal lord that has
been in the Ryujin family for 29 generations.

B
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Accommodation : Kamigoten Ryokan (1 night)
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KUMANO KODO
Today we walk from Takahara to Chikatsuyu-Oji (9.3km, 6 hours) a part of the
Imperial route of the Kumano Kodo trek. After the day’s walking we will drive to
Kawayu Onsen to relax in the hot springs before dinner. We cater for nonwalkers on this day with another guide and transport to visit the local villages and
coastline of Wakayama.

!

Kumano Kodo Highlight
B
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Accommodation : Kawayu Midoriya Ryokan (2 nights)
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KUMANO KODO
Today we walk the Kumano Kodo from Hosshinmon-Oji to Kumano
Hongu Taisha (8km, 3 hours). Key sites are the Kumano Hongu Taisha
(the main Kumano Shrine in Japan), Oyunohara and the Giant Torii
Gateway. After that we drive to Yunomine Onsen - one of only two
World Heritage Listed hot springs around the globe. After dinner we
will enjoy a Taiko Drum performance.

B

Kumano Hongu Taisha

L
D
Enjoy & experience Taiko

Highlight!

ride in traditional boats down the UNESCO Heritage listed
Kumanogawa River. After visiting Kumano Hayatama Taisha and
Kamikura-Jinja,we stop for a brief lunch before the Daimonzaka and
walk the Kumano Kodo 1km to Kumano Nachi Taisha and waterfall.
Today there are many steps to walk. We depart for Katsuura and take
the ferry boat to Urashima Hotel - a James Bond like fortress. Tonight
we enjoy a kaiseki meal & relax in the town’s hot springs and cave
baths (Bukido).

Kumanogawa River
B
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− SHIRAHAMA

Fish Market

11 Some may wish to rise early before breakfast to attend the Fish/Tuna
Markets. This is one of the largest Tuna only markets in Japan. We
travel up the west coast of Wakayama, enjoying a traditional Tea
ceremony in a local house, visit the Sandanbecki Rock Cliffs and
caves, lunching at Senjojiki then venturing to Heisogen Park prior to
check in where the sun will be setting through Engetsu Island.

Hotel Urashima Sanjokan
A James Bond like fortress and a popular holiday spot for Japanese
who love tuna and coastal onsens.

Accommodation : Hotel Urashima Sanjokan (1 night)

WAKAYAMA

This 90 minute traditional
boat ride traces the
transportation of the Pilgrims
many years ago.

B
Travel the rugged west coast of Wakayama and
view amazing sunsets.

Accommodation : Key Terrace Hotel Seamore or similar (1 night)

WAKAYAMA City

Yuasa Soy Factory

12 Today we will see how Shoyu - soy sauce is made at the Yuasa Soy

factory in both the traditional and modern way. We may get to see a
tuna cutting show at the Kuroshio Markets before discovering the
sights of Wakayama city where will will visit a tea house and taste
Japanese sweets within the castle grounds.
Dinner at a local restaurant is arranged this evening

Eigetsu Island

Tuna cutting Show

B
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Accommodation : Granvia Wakayama Hotel (1 nighht)
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WAKAYAMA City - KYOTO
Travelling to Kyoto by train, we shall have a rest day with a number
of suggestions for your days' activities or rest - Please pre-book
anything in particular you wish prior to departure.
Accommodation : Intergate Kyoto Shijo Shinmachi (4 nights)

B
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KYOTO Day Tour in Private Coach

14 Nijo Castle which was built by the Tokugawa Shogun in 1603 is

beautifully detailed and has specially-constructed “nightingale” floors
to warn of approaching visitors/intruders are of particular interest;
Kinkakuji Temple or “Golden Pavilion” which still exudes an impression
of timelessness; Ryoanji Rock garden designed in 1473; and Fushimi
Inari Shrine with its more than 7000 vermilion hued Torii gates. Japan
Holidays will host a traditional Japanese lunch.

Nijo Castle

L
‐
Kinkakuji Temple

15 Today we travel to Arashiyama Sagano area of Kyoto and spend time

Free Day
16 KYOTO
Today is a free day to explore Kyoto

or nearby places at your leisure or
do some last minute shopping. Japan Holidays will host a farewell
dinner on this night.

of Tour
17 End
This is the last day of your tour. For those departing from Itami or

Kansai airport there will be a shared shuttle transfer arranged for your
departure flight.

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Ryoanji

B

KYOTO, ARASHIYAMA

viewing the Serene Bamboo forest and Arashiyama . We shall also ride
the “Romance” train into the mountains and return via boat down the
gentle “white water” to Arashiyama. This area is noted for its blazing
maple colours in autumn and was a favourite of Emperors and Nobles
throughout Japanese history. This evening we shall walk the Gion area
and learn all about the Kyoto's Geisha

Wakayama Castle

B
‐
Fushimi Inari Shrine

B
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Arashiyama

Highlight!

World Heritage & Kumano Kodo Autumn Tour 2021

URASHIMA

10 Today we

E X C L U S I V E

T O U R

CLASSIC AUTUMN TOUR
2021
Sat 20th November - Wed 1st December 2021
from $6,999 per person Twin Share

TOUR DESCRIPTION

$6,999 pp - Twin Share

11 Nights / 12 Days

(single supplement - $990)
*Subject to exchange rate

Inclusions

Daily Breakfast, 4 Lunches
& 3 Dinners

Private escort /
guide in Japan

11 nights in
quality accommodations

Transfers, tours and entrance fees
listed on the tour

Forwarding of one
item of luggage on one occasion

Exclusions: International or domestic airfares / Entrance fees & Meals not shown in itinerary

Highlights
Enjoy Tokyo's
Highlight!

outstanding sites
against a stunning backdrop
of Mt. Fuji

Spend a day in
Highlight!

Kyoto - renowned
for its Nishiki food market,
malls and temples and
shrines

Immerse yourself
Highlight!

in tradition in a
ryokan built using ancient
timber and experience a
traditional kaiseki dinner

Experience the
Highlight!

speed and efficiency
of Japan's shinkansen as you
reach far-flung destinations in
mere hours

Highlight! Enjoy a traditional

performing arts
performance where you can
dress up in Kimono and try
your hand at Taiko Drumming

Kanazawa

Kyoto

Explore several
Highlight!

UNESCO World
Heritage sites

Hiroshima

Takayama

Tokyo

Your Japan Holidays Tour Leader - Mrs Juliane Suzuki
Juliane spent almost 20 years living and working in Japan as an interpreter before
moving back to Australia in 2015 and joining the Japan Holidays team. Travelling
extensively throughout Japan and living in difference regions of the country with her
Japanese husband and bi-cultural children has given Juliane a really unique insight
into this culture and lifestyle that few foreigners get to experience. Juliane loves
being able to utilise her language skills and share her knowledge of Japan with
clients to ensure they have the best possible experience during their time in Japan.

21st November 2020

1

TOKYO Arrival

Classic Autumn Tour

ITINERARY

ｰ 2nd December 2020

Arrive at Tokyo's Narita or Haneda International Airport. After clearing
customs, you'll be met by a meet n' greet assistant who will escort you
to a shared shuttle bus to your hotel. Upon arrival at the hotel, your
Japan Holidays' Tour Leader, Juliane Suzuki, will be there to greet you
and help settle you in. Juliane will remain with you for the entire tour.

Tokyo

Highlight!

B
-

Accommodation: Tokyu Stay Ginza, Tokyo (4 nights)

2

Full Day TOKYO
Today we have a Full Day Tour of Tokyo with our local expert guide to
show us all the must-see sights and some hidden gems as well. This
evening Japan Holidays will host a Welcome Dinner at a local
restaurant.

B
L
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Lake Ashi

3

HAKONE Day Tour
We make an early start for our Hakone Day Tour, on which you’ll
experience the scenic Romance Car train ride with postcard views of
soaring Mt. Fuji, the sapphire blue caldera of Lake Ashi and the
impressionable volcanic valley of Owakudani.

B
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Full Day KAMAKURA
Today we visit the ancient Capital of Kamakura for a Full Day Tour. We
visit the historical sites and a serene bamboo grove to revitalise
ourselves with an authentic cup of matcha tea.
Note: Your suitcase will be forwarded to Kyoto this evening, so pack
some essentials for the next few days.

Kamakura
B
L
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TOKYO - TAKAYAMA
We travel by high-speed shinkansen to the timeless mountain town of
Takayama. Our Afternoon Tour includes the old preserved town,
historic buildings, and the amazing Festival Floats Museum. Before
our sumptuous, multi-course Kaiseki dinner, we experience a
traditional Performing Arts Show.

Lake Ashinoko was
formed in the
caldera of Mount
Hakone after the
volcano's last
eruption 3000
years ago.

Shinkansen (Bullet train)

Highlight!

Experience the
speed and efficiency of
Japan's shinkansen as
you reach far-flung
destinations in mere
hours, enjoying the
countryside and autumn
foliage at its peak.

B
D

Accommodation: Ryokan Tanabe, Takayama

6

Tavel back in time, Sirakawago
Today, you travel back in time - a few thousand years! - to the
ancient, isolated village of Shirakawago. This UNESCO Heritage site
features unique, "gassho" roofed houses, which are still maintained
in the traditional way. We continue on to Kanazawa after exploring
this unique village.

Highlight!

B
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Accommodation: Hotel Intergate, Kanazawa (2 nights)

Shirakawa-go

UNESCO World Heritage sites

8

KANAZAWA
Day tour of Kanazawa - Enjoy a relaxing day exploring historical
Kanazawa Castle, the enchanting Kenrokuen Garden, Higashichaya Geisha district and the Samurai houses. One of the finest
landscape gardens in Japan, Kenrokuen will bursting with autumn
foliage for spectacular photos!

Kenrokuen Garden
B
-

KYOTO Free Day
We move to Kyoto mid-morning and the afternoon is free for you to
explore a myriad of places all walking distance from our hotel.

B
-

Accommodation: Intergate Shijo Shinmachi Hotel, Kyoto (4 nights)

9
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KYOTO Day Tour
Our Day Tour of Kyoto by private bus includes all the must-see
locations in Kyoto from the iconic temples of Kiyomizudera and the
Golden pavilion of Kinkakuji to the beautifully preserved streets
around Ninenzaka and the tranquil rock garden of Ryoanji. All
surrounded by magnificent autumn foliage, it’s truly a beautiful day!!

Nishiki Market is a narrow,
five block long shopping
street lined by more than
one hundred shops and
restaurants.

B
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Hiroshima
B
L
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11 NARA

Half Day Tour of Nara - Nara was established in the 8th Century when
powerful Buddhists challenged the government's control. The city
brims with historical treasures, temples, and parks where Nara’s
famous wild deer will bow to you to get one of their designated ‘deer
treats.’ Tonight, we return to Kyoto to enjoy a Farewell Dinner in a local
Izakaya restaurant.

Nishiki Market

Kyoto

10 HIROSHIMA & MIYAJIMA

Miyajima & Hiroshima Day Tour – An early bullet train and a ferry
transports us to magical Miyajima Island with its iconic, "floating" torii
gate of Itsukushima Shrine. We then explore Hiroshima's worldrenowned Peace Memorial Park and visit Ground Zero. The museum
here explores the advent of the nuclear bomb and its explosive
impact.

Kenroku-en, one of the three
most beautiful gardens in
Japan displays the six
attributes of a perfect garden.

Nara
B
D

- Departure Day
12 KYOTO
Departure day - After breakfast, Juliane will assist you with your
transfers for further travel in Japan or your flight home.

B
-

End of Tour....

Sayonara!

Classic Autumn Tour
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Japan Holidays
E-BOOK

FULLY ESCORTED TOURS 2021-2022

Contact us
Call: + 61 2 6674 4185
Email: info@japanholidays.com.au
Website: www.japanholidays.com.au
Address: P.O. Box 1175, Kingscliff NSW 2487 Australia

